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D a t a  a n d  t o o l s  
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A C C E S S  T O  T O O L S  

• SNAP – Sentinel Application Platform 

– Sentinel-1, -2 and -3 

– Community 

– Documentation and tutorials 

– SNAP API for developers 

– Open source, ability to develop third-party plugins 
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C l o u d  p r o c e s s i n g  

Thematic 
Exploitation 
Platforms 

Copernicus 
DIAS 

Commercial 
cloud 
providers 
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U s i n g  C o p e r n i c u s  i n  G I S  

• Copernicus services: 

– Often available as WMS (no registration needed) 

– Land/Emergency products: shapefile, ArcGIS GDB 

– Marine/Atmosphere: raster data – netCDF 

• Sentinel satellite imagery: 

– Available through Sentinel Hub as WMS (free account) 

– Semi-automatic Classification Plugin on QGIS 

– ArcGIS: Sentinel-2 (requires license) 
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O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  d e v e l o p e r s  a n d  s t a r t u p s  

• Competitions 

– ESA Space App Camp 

– Copernicus Masters 

– Act In Space 

– Local hackathons 

• Benefits: 

– Feedback from experts 

– Networking 

– Visibility and marketing 

– Showcase to investors and industry 
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C o p e r n i c u s  S t a r t - u p  P r o g r a m m e  
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C o p e r n i c u s  M a s t e r s  
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T h e  c h a l l e n g e s  
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C o p e r n i c u s  H a c k a t h o n  P r o g r a m m e  

11 

Apply for funding at http://www.copernicus.eu/news/get-eur-20000-eu-
organise-copernicus-hackathon-your-region before 9 July! 
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C o p e r n i c u s  A c c e l e r a t o r  

The Copernicus Accelerator supports 
entrepreneurs creating Copernicus-based 
business.  

https://www.copernicus-masters.com/accelerator/ 



User 
Uptake 

C o p e r n i c u s  I n c u b a t o r  

The Copernicus Incubator is tailored 
programme for European Earth Observation 
startups.  

http://copernicus-incubation.eu/ 
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F i n a n c i n g  
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D I F F E R E N T  C O M P A N I E S ,  D I F F E R E N T  N E E D S  

EU recommendation 2003/361 

• Different sizes 

 

• Different activities 

 

• Different phases of development 

Initial 
Idea 

Business 
Plan 

Marketable 
Product 

Commercialisation Expansion 
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A  W I D E  V A R I E T Y  O F  P U B L I C  A N D  P R I V A T E  
F U N D I N G  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  

• Funding instruments developed by EU institutions 
tailored to start-ups and scale-ups 

• Private funding instruments available on the capital 
market 

• Action lines sometimes explicitly related to Copernicus 
or Space-based applications 

• Not domain-specific in most cases and usable for EO 
downstream applications 

 
Credits: ESA  / P.Carril & J. Huart 
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T H E  R I S K  I S  T O  G E T  L O S T  I N  T H E  “ J U N G L E ”  O F  
P O S S I B I L I T I E S  



User 
Uptake • Grants: 

– Non-repayable funds disbursed by a (public) entity to fund one or several beneficiaries for 
the execution of a “project”. 

– Awarding based on the evaluation of technical and financial proposals submitted by 
applicants. 

– Monitoring based on pre-established reporting procedures. 
 

• Equity:  
– Capital provided in exchange for a share of equity in the company. 
– Capital provided with the expectation that the company will be profitable, and the equity 

will thus be returned for a greatly increased amount of capital. 
– Equity received following a successful pitch to potential investors. 
 

• Debt financing: 
– The borrowing of capital to use within a company, without loss of equity. 
– Repayments on the borrowed capital paid at a fixed rate over a set time period. 
– Capital loaned after a financial review of the company, its assets and future potential.  

 
 

 

T H E R E  A R E  3  M A I N  G R O U P S  O F  I N S T R U M E N T S  
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I N  S H O R T :  T H E R E  I S  S O M E T H I N G  F O R  E V E R Y O N E  
B U T  G U I D A N C E  I S  N E E D E D  

Selecting the most relevant 
instruments depends on 
several criteria: 

• Type of funding needed  

• Development stage of a 
product/company  

• Need for partnering 

• Need for additional 
support  
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U s e f u l  l i n k s  

• www.copernicus.eu/access-to-finance  

• EU Access to finance platform: 
http://europa.eu/youreurope/business/funding-grants/access-to-
finance/index_en.htm  

• H2020 Research and Innovation participant portal: 
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal 

• H2020 National Contact Points: 
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/s
upport/national_contact_points.html  

• Enterprise Europe Network (EEN): http://een.ec.europa.eu  

• Your Europe Business: http://europa.eu/youreurope/business  
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